General practices provide ongoing care to patients, often over many years, and are a key part of a person's care team. Doctors and staff within general practice clinics can play a role throughout the Advance Care Planning (ACP) process, from introducing the topic to activating (enacting) plans at the end of a person's life.
Advance Care Planning in General Practice
Recording an Advance Care Directive highlights its existence when transferring clinical information to relevant significant stakeholders. Visit nwmphn.org.au/clinical-community/advance-care-planning for a copy of the full booklet.
North Western Melbourne PHN gratefully acknowledges funding provided by the Department of Health and
Human Services Victoria for the Advance Care Planning Quality Improvement Project. There has been a noticeable increase in clients having advance care plans. Plans that were previously in place are being audited and streamlined into current policy guidelines.
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The Medical Treatment Planning and Decisions Act 2016 (which commenced on 12 March 2018) made some significant changes to medical treatment decision making for people who do not have the capacity to make their own decisions. Visit www2.health.vic.gov.au/Api/downloadmedia/%7B58139B8D-A648-4995-82F6-471129BAC322%7D to find out more. Clinical nurses now routinely include the discussion of ACP when formulating a Care Plan for >75yrs, HA or CMA.
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